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areas need be continuously occupied, and while neither Japanese air
nor sea attacks need be feared. The neglected garrisons would then
be imprisoned in the jungles on the landward sides of their isolated
coastal footholds. In other words, with a minimum of naval sup-
port among the archipelagoes the long-range plane would permit
strategic penetration so deep that the whole position of the Japanese
might fye endangered.

The first moves in MacArthur's new strategy were on a compara-
tively small scale. Indeed, they could not have been otherwise, for
as late as November, '43, his headquarters authorized the statement
that less than 5 per cent of U. S. military resources were already in
his theater and that less than 10 per cent of current military ship-
ments were going there.

Nevertheless, MacArthur's air- and sea-borne progress, although
slow at first, was as steady as his operations overland in New
Guinea had been in '43. In March, '44, after seizing the essential air-
fields which commanded the Admiralty Islands north of eastern
New Guinea and northwest of Rabaul, he publicly announced that
the general direction of attack would be no longer northward but
westward, adding significantly: "We are now only 1,300 miles from
the Philippines."

The further development of this westward movement, although
its beginning falls within the time limits of this chapter, is best con-
sidered in the next because it directly prefaced the kunching of the
attack on the Philippines, the success of which practically cut off
the newly conquered Japanese oceanic empire from the home is-
lands of Nippon. The same is true for the air campaign which pre-
ceded the decisive Anglo-American landings in northern France.
Before turning to these attacks, however, we should note certain
developments in Burma and in Italy.

Burma, as we saw in the last chapter, constituted the sea terminus
of the only overland route to Free China, and had been occupied by
the Japanese in the most westerly of their land campaigns during
the early months of '42. As a glance at a large-scale map will show,
organized land communication through the jungles and across the
mountains of Burma's western border before the war was practi-
cally nil With most of the Anglo-American fleets either in the cen-
tral Pacific or in western seas, land operations in the